Dr. med. Johann Friedrich von Herrenschwand. Ein Berner Arzt im 18. Jahrhundert, by HANS JENZER, Berne, Francke, 1967, pp. 266 , illus., S.Fr./DM.29.
The material for Herrenschwand's biography (1715-98) was gleaned from family papers, local and Polish archives, and letters, forty of which, from Herrenschwand to Haller, were found in the collection of Haller's letters. Biographers in the past have often confused Johann Friedrich with his brother Anton Gabriel. A convincing picture is given of the eighteenth-century endeavour to improve the lot of the rural population by introducing public health measures, as exemplified by J. P. Franck's work in Austria and by improving the medical education of the country doctor whose function in remote country districts had to be that of vet, surgeon, obstetrician, alienist and general practitioner in one.
At the age of fifty, Herrenschwand followed a call to the court of Stanislas August, king of Poland, for whom he wrote a detailed memorandum on the proposed foundation of a Medico-economical Academy providing courses in all the subjects needed by future country doctors and the introduction of a vast programme of Public Health for agrarian Poland. The suggestions were not put into practice but remain an impressive document foreshadowing later developments in Europe.
Herrenschwand's medical chef d'oeuvre on the principal and most frequent diseases, published in 1788 simultaneously in French and in German, was kept traditional, ignoring Cullen's systematization of diseases. His favourite plan was the foundation of a school for young doctors and surgeons in Berne, but only the part of his memorandum which dealt with a School of Midwifery was put into practice in 1781. His other claim to fame was a remedy against tapeworms, the recipe for which he seems to have appropriated from a local widow without due acknowledgement. 
